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CHI ROPRACTI C PHYSI CI AN PRACTI CE ACT

Part 1 - General Provisions

Title.

This part is known as the "Chiropractic Physician Practice Act."
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(7)

(8)

Definitions.

"Adj ustnent of the articulation of the spinal colum" nmeans performance by a
chiropractic physician by the use of passive novenents directed toward the
goal of restoring joints to their proper physiological relationship of notion
and related function, rel easing adhesions, or stinulating joint receptors
usi ng one or nore of the follow ng techniques:

(a) i mpul se adjusting or the use of sudden, high velocity, short anplitude
thrust of a nature that the patient cannot prevent the notion,
commenci ng where the notion encounters the elastic barrier of resistance
and ends at the limt of anatomical integrity;

(b) i nstrument adjusting, utilizing instrunents specifically designed to
del i ver sudden, high velocity, short anplitude thrust;
(c) light force adjusting utilizing sustained joint traction or applied

directional pressure, or both, which may be comnbi ned with passive notion
to restore joint mobility; and
(d) | ong di stance lever adjusting utilizing forces delivered at sone
di stance fromthe dysfunctional site and ained at transni ssion through
connected structures to acconplish joint nobility.
"Board" means the Chiropractic Physician Licensing Board created in Section
58- 73-201.
"“Chiropractic assistant” neans a person who perforns activities related to the
practice of chiropractic under the supervision of a licensed chiropractic
physi cian in accordance with division rule established in collaboration with
t he board.
“Chiropractic physician" neans a person who has been |icensed under this
chapter to practice chiropractic.
"Di agnosis of the articulation of the spinal columm" neans to exami ne the
articulations of the spinal colunmm of another human to determ ne the source,
nature, kind, or extent of a disease, vertebral sublixation, or other physica
condition, and to make a determ nation of the source, nature, kind, or extent
of a disease or other physical condition.
"Elastic barrier" neans the point at which the patient cannot nove a joint by
his own means and through which novenent is obtained or caused by a
practitioner's skillful treatment using the practitioner's hands in a
mani pul ation of a joint by thrust of sudden, high velocity, short anplitude so
the patient cannot prevent the notion.
“Incisive surgery" means any procedure having the power or quality of cutting
of a patient for the purpose of treating disease, injury, or deformty, and
i ncl udes the use of |aser
(a) “Mani pul ate the articulation of the spinal colum" neans use by a
practitioner of a skillful treatnent using the practitioner's hands in a
mani pul ation of a joint by thrust of sudden, high velocity, short
anplitude so the patient cannot prevent the notion. Mvenent of the
joint is by force beyond its active linit of notion
(b) Thi s mani pul ati on conmences where nobilization ends and specifically
begi ns when the elastic barrier of resistance is encountered and ends at
the limt of anatomical integrity.
(c) Mani pul ati on as described in this definition is directed to the goal of
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restoring joints to their proper physiological relationship of notion
and related function, rel easing adhesions, or stinulating joint
receptors.

"Practice of chiropractic" nmeans a practice of a branch of the healing arts:

(a) the purpose of which is to restore or maintain human health, in which
patient care or first aid, hygienic, nutritional, or rehabilitative
procedures are adm ni stered;

(b) whi ch pl aces enphasi s upon specific vertebral adjustnent, manipul ation,
and treatnent of the articulation and adjacent tissues of the spina
col um, nuscul oskel etal structure of the body, and nervous system

(c) that invol ves exam ning, diaghosing, treating, correcting, or
prescribing treatnent for any human di sease ailnment, injury, infirmty,
defornmity, pain, or other condition, or the attenpt to do so, in
accordance with Section 58-73-601

(d) that involves diagnosing, prescribing treatnment, or nmaking a
determination of treatnent necessity for another person's condition by
nmeans of :
(i) a physical exam nation of the person; or
(ii) a determ nation based upon or derived frominformation supplied

directly or indirectly by a third person; and

(e) the practice described in this Subsection (9) on an animal to the extent
permtted by:
(i) Subsection 58-28-8(12);
(ii) the provisions of this chapter; and
(iii) division rule.

"Therapeutically position the articulation of the spinal colum" neans to

adj ust or manipul ate the articulation of the spinal colum.

Part 2 - Board
Boar d.

There is created the Chiropractic Physician Licensing Board consisting of four

chiropractic physicians and one nenber fromthe general public.

The board shall be appointed and serve in accordance with Section 58-1-201

The duties and responsibilities of the board are in accordance with Sections

58-1-202 and 58-1-203. In addition, the board shall designate one of its

menbers on a permanent or rotating basis to:

(a) assist the division in review ng conplaints concerning the unlawful or
unpr of essi onal conduct of a licensee; and

(b) advise the division in its investigation of these conplaints.

A board nenber who has, under Subsection (3), reviewed a conplaint or advised

inits investigation is disqualified fromparticipating with the board when

the board serves as a presiding officer in an adjudicative proceeding

concerning the conplaint.

Part 3 - Licensure
Li censure required - License classifications.
A license is required to engage in the practice of chiropractic, except as
specifically provided in Section 58-73-304.
The division shall issue to a person who qualifies under this chapter a

license in the classification of chiropractic physician

Qualifications for |icensure.



(D Each applicant for licensure as a chiropractic physician, other than those
applying for a license based on licensure as a chiropractor or chiropractic
physi ci an in another jurisdiction, shall
(a) subnit an application in a form prescribed by the division;

(b) pay a fee determ ned by the departnent under Section 63-38-3.2;

(c) be of good noral character

(d) denonstrate satisfactory conpletion of at | east two years of genera
study in a college or university;

(e) denonstrate having earned a degree of doctor of chiropractic froma
chiropractic college or university that at the tine the degree was
conferred was accredited by the Council on Chiropractic Education,Inc.
or an equival ent chiropractic accrediting body recognized by the United
St at es Departnent of Education and by the division rule nmade in
col | aboration with the board,;

(f) denonstrate successful conpletion of:

(i) the National Chiropractic Boards:
(A Parts | and |1
(B) Witten Cinical Conpetency Exani nation; and
(O Physi cal Therapy;
(ii) the Utah Chiropractic Law and Rul es Exani nation; and
(iii) a practical exam nation approved by the division in collaboration
with the board; and

(9) nmeet with the board, if requested, for the purpose of review ng the
applicant's qualifications for |icensure.

(2) Each applicant for licensure as a chiropractic physician based on licensure as
a chiropractor or chiropractic physician in another jurisdiction shall
(a) subnmit an application in the form prescribed by the division;

(b) pay a fee determ ned by the departnent under Section 63-38-3.2;

(c) be of good noral character

(d) denonstrate having obtained |icensure as a chiropractor or chiropractic
physi ci an in another state under education requirenments which were
equi valent to the education requirenments in this state to obtain a
chiropractor or chiropractic physician license at the tinme the applicant
obtained the license in the other state;

(e) denonstrate successful conpletion of:

(i) the Utah Chiropractic Law and Rul es Exani nation; and
(ii) the Special Purposes Exanination for Chiropractic (SPEC) of the
Nat i onal Board of Chiropractic Exam ners;

(f) have been actively engaged in the practice of chiropractic for not |ess
than two years inmediately preceding application for licensure in this
state; and

(9) nmeet with the board, if requested, for the purpose of review ng the
applicant's qualifications for |icensure.

58-73-303. Terms of license - Expiration - Renewal .

(D (a) The division shall issue each license under this chapter in accordance
with a two-year renewal cycle established by rule.
(b) The division may be rule extend or shorten a renewal period by as nuch
as one year to stagger the renewal cycles it adninisters.
(2) At the time of renewal, the licensee shall show satisfactory evidence of
conpl eti on of continuing education as defined by rule.
(3) Each |icense expires on the expiration date shown on the |license unless the
licensee renews it in accordance with Section 58-1-308.

58-73-304. Exenptions fromlicensure.
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Except as provided in Subsection (2), the exenptions fromlicensure set forth

in Section 58-1-307 apply.

Wth regard to Subsections 58-1-307(1)(b) and (c), the only exenption from

licensure permitted is a preceptorship which may pernmit a student to engage in

acts or practices included within the definition of the practice of
chiropractic, while:

(a) performng the duties and activities which are part of the approved
program of education and training of a college or university accredited
by the Council on Chiropractic Education; and

(b) under a form of supervision approved by the division.

In addition to the exenptions provided in Subsections (1) and (2), a

chiropractic assistant while working under the supervision of a licensed

chiropractic physician is exenpt fromlicensure under this chapter to the

extent the chiropractic assistant is engaged in tasks appropriately del egated
by the supervisor in accordance with the standards and ethics of the practice
of chiropractic and division rule established in collaboration with the board.

Part 4 - License Denial and Discipline

Grounds for denial of license - Disciplinary proceedings - Linitation on
di vi si on acti ons.

Grounds for the following are in accordance with Section 58-1-401:

(a) refusing to issue a license to an applicant;

(b) refusing to renew the license of a |licensee;

(c) revoki ng, suspending, restricting, or placing on probation the |icense
of a |licensee;

(d) issuing a public or private reprimand to a licensee; and

(e) i ssuing a cease and desi st order

If a court of conpetent jurisdiction determ nes a chiropractic physician is

i nconpetent, nentally inconpetent, incapable or nentally ill, the director

shall suspend the license of that chiropractic physician, even if an appeal is

pendi ng.

(a) If it appears to the board there is reasonable cause to believe a
chiropractic physician who has not been judicially determ ned to be
i nconpetent, nentally inconpetent, incapable, or nentally ill is unable
to practice chiropractic with reasonable skill and safety to patients by
reason of illness, drunkenness, excessive use of drugs, narcotics,

chemicals, or any other substance, or as a result of any nmental or
physi cal condition, a petition shall be served upon that chiropractic
physician for a hearing on the sole issue of the capacity of the
chiropractic physician to conduct properly the practice of the
chiropractic physician.

(b) Every chiropractic physician licensed by this state is considered to
have:

(i) agreed to subnit to a nental or physical exam nation upon receipt
of a witten direction given by the division with the approval of
t he board; and

(ii) waived all objections to the adm ssibility of the exam ning
chiropractic physician's or other practitioner's testinony or
exam nation reports on the ground they constitute a privil eged
conmuni cati on.

(c) Failure of a chiropractic physician to subnit to an exami nation under
Subsection (b) when directed by the division, unless the failure was due
to circunstances beyond his control, constitutes grounds for inmediate
suspensi on of the chiropractic physician's |icense and an order of
suspensi on of the license may be entered by the division wthout the
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taki ng of testinmony or the presentation of evidence.
(d) A chiropractic physician whose |license is suspended under this section

shall, at reasonable intervals, be afforded the opportunity to
denonstrate he can resunme the conpetent practice of chiropractic with
reasonabl e skill and safety to patients.

(e) Nei t her the proceedi ngs of the board nor the action taken by it under
this section may be used agai nst a chiropractic physician in any other
proceedi ngs.

The terms of revocations, suspension, or probation under this chapter may

i ncl ude:

(a) revoking the license to practice either permanently or with a stated
date before which the individual may not apply for |icensure;

(b) suspending, limting, or restricting the |license to practice
chiropractic for up to five years, including linmting the practice of
the person to, or excluding fromthe person's practice, one or nore
speci fic branches of nmedicine, including any lintation on practice
wi thin the specified branches;

(c) requiring the license holder to submit to care, counseling, or treatnent
by physici ans approved by or designated by the board, as a condition for
i censure;

(d) requiring the license holder to participate in a program of education
prescri bed by the board,;

(e) requiring the license holder to practice under the direction of a
physi ci an designated by the board for a specified period of tine; or

(f) ot her appropriate ternms and conditions determnined by the division in
col |l aboration with the board to be necessary to protect the public
health, safety, or welfare

Part 5 - Unl awful and Unprofessi onal Conduct

Unpr of essi onal conduct.

Unpr of essi onal conduct is as defined in Section 58-1-501, as defined by division

rul e,

(1)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

and al so incl udes:

engaging in practice as a chiropractic physician after electing to place his
license on inactive status, wi thout having established with the board that he
has initiated or conpleted continuing educati on necessary to reinstate active

status of his |icense;

failing to conplete required continuing professional education;

violating any of the scope of practice standards set forth in Section 58-73-

601;

failing to maintain patient records in sufficient detail to clearly

substantiate a diagnosis, all treatnent rendered to the patient in accordance

with the recogni zed standard of chiropractic care, and fees charged for

prof essi onal services;

refusing to divulge to the division on demand t he neans, nethods, device, or
instrumentality used in the treatnment of a disease, injury, ailnent, or
infirmty, unless that information is protected by the physician-patient
privilege of Utah and the patient has not waived that privilege;

refusing the division or its enployees access to his office, instrunents,

| aboratory equi pnent, appliances, or supplies at reasonable tinmes for purposes

of inspection;

fraudul ently representing that curable disease, sickness, or injury can be

cured in a stated tine, or knowi ngly making any fal se statenent in connection

with the practice of chiropractic;

of fering, undertaking, or agreeing to cure or treat a disease, injury,

ailment, or infirmty by a secret neans, nethod, device, or instrunentality;
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willfully and intentionally making any fal se statenent or entry in any

chiropractic office records or other chiropractic records or reports;

knowi ngly engaging in billing practices which are abusive and represent

charges which are fraudul ent or grossly excessive for services rendered;

perform ng, procuring, or agreeing to procure or perform or advising, aiding

in or abetting, or offering or attenpting to procure or aid or abet in the

procuring of a crimnal abortion;

willfully betraying or disclosing a professional confidence or violation of a

privil eged comruni cation, except:

(a) as required by law, or

(b) to assist the division by fully and freely exchanging i nformation
concerning applicants or licensees with the licensing or disciplinary
boards of other states or foreign countries, the Utah chiropractic
associ ations, their conponent societies, or chiropractic societies of
other states, countries, districts, territories, or foreign countries;

directly or indirectly giving or receiving any fee, commi ssion, rebate, or

ot her conpensation for professional services not actually rendered or

supervi sed, but this subsection does not preclude the |egal relationships

wi thin |awful professional partnerships, corporations, or associations; and

knowi ngly failing to transfer a copy of pertinent and necessary nedica

records or a sunmary of themto another physician when requested to do so by

the subject patient or his designated representative.

Unl awf ul conduct - Penalties.

"“Unl awf ul conduct" includes, in addition to the definition in Section 58-1-

501:

(a) buyi ng, selling, or fraudulently obtaining any chiropractic diplong,
license, certificate, or registration;

(b) ai ding or abetting the buying, selling, or fraudulently obtaining of any
chiropractic diplom, |icense, certificate, or registration; and

(c) substantially interfering with a |icensee's |awful and conpet ent
practice of chiropractic in accordance with this chapter

Any person who viol ates any provision of Subsection (1) is guilty of a third

degree fel ony.

Part 6 - Scope of Practice - Division Regulation
Scope of practice for a chiropractic physician.

A chiropractic physician |icensed under this chapter may engage in the
practice of chiropractic as defined in Section 58-73-102 in accordance with
the foll owi ng standards.

A chiropractic physician my:

(a) exam ne, diagnose, and treat only within the scope of chiropractic as

described in this Subsection (2);

(b) use x-ray for diagnostic purposes only;
(c) admi ni ster:

(i) physi cal agents, including |ight, heat, cold, water, air, sound,
conpression, electricity, and el ectromagnetic radiation except
gama radi ation; and

(ii) physical activities and devices, including:

(A exercise with and wi thout devices;
(B) joint mobilization;

(O mechani cal stinul ation;

(D) postural drainage;

(E) traction;
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posi tioning;

wound debri denment, cleansing, and dressing changes;

splinting;

training in |oconotion and other functional activities with

and wi t hout assistance devices; and

(J) correction of posture, body nechanics, and gait;

(d) admi nister the followi ng topically applied nedicinal agents, including
steroids, anesthetics, coolants, and anal gesics for wound care and for
nmuscul oskel etal treatnent, including their use by iontophoresis or
phonophoresi s;

(e) treat pain incident to major or minor surgery, cancer, obstetrics, or x-
ray therapy;

(f) utilize immbilizing appliances, cases, and supports for support
purposes, but may not set displaced bone fractures;

(9) informthe patient of possible side effects of nmedication and recomend
referral to the prescribing practitioner

(h) provide instruction in the use of physical neasures, activities, and
devices for preventive and therapeutic purposes;

(i) provi de consul ting, educational, and other advisory services for the
pur poses of reducing the incidence and severity of physical disability,
movenent dysfunctions, bodily mal function, and pain;

(J) treat a human being to assess, prevent, correct, alleviate, and limt
physi cal disability, novenment dysfunction, bodily mal function, and pain
resulting fromdisorders, congenital and aging conditions, injury, and
di sease; and

(k) adm nister, interpret, and evaluate tests.

A chiropractic physician nay not:

(a) perform i ncisive surgery;

(b) admi ni ster drugs or nedicines for which an authorized prescription is
required by | aw except as provided in Subsection (2)(d);

(c) treat cancer;

(d) practice obstetrics;

(e) prescribe or administer x-ray therapy; or

(f) set displaced fractures.

A chiropractic physician shall assunme responsibility for his exani nations,

di agnoses, and treatnent.

Nothing in this section authorizes a chiropractic physician to prescribe,

possess for dispensing, dispense, purchase without a prescription witten by a

licensed and aut horized practitioner, or admnister, except under Subsection

(2)(d), a drug requiring a prescription to dispense, under Title 58, Chapter

37, Utah Controlled Substances Act, or Title 58, Chapter 17a, Pharmacy

Practice Act.

Only primary health care providers licensed under this title as osteopathic

physi ci ans, naturopaths, physicians and surgeons, and chiropractic physicians,

may di agnose, adjust, manipul ate, or therapeutically position the articulation
of the spinal colum to the extent permitted by their scopes of practice.

—~ e~~~
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Division regulation - Quality of care - Conplaints.

To enable the division and the board to license applicants for |icensure and

regul ate individuals Iicensed under this chapter, the division and board shal

endeavor to obtain information concerning the quality and adequacy of

chiropractic care rendered to patients.

Chiropractic physicians |icensed under this chapter shall furnish information

requested by the division on recommendati on of the board.

(a) The board shall designate comm ttees conposed of chiropractic physicians
licensed by this state to advise the division and the board regardi ng
the quality and adequacy of chiropractic care rendered to patients by
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chiropractic physicians |icensed under this chapter and to reconmmend the
division initiate investigations on chiropractic physicians who my be
acting in violation of this chapter.

(b) If it appears to the conmittee there is reasonable cause to believe that
chiropractic physician licensed under this chapter has failed to provide
adequate chiropractic care to patients, a conplaint shall be nade to the
di vision outlining the statenent of reasonabl e cause.

Part 7 - Liability Imunity
Persons immune fromliability.

Enmpl oyees of the division, nmenbers of the board or its conmittees, and

prof essi onal consultants serving the division or the board, are not subject to
civil damages, when acting under the authority of this chapter, for any act or
om ssion performed in good faith within the scope of their functions as an
enpl oyee of the division or nenber of the board.

Enmpl oyees, board nenbers, comrittee nenbers, and professional consultants are
i ndemmi fied by the state. The state has full responsibility for providing

| egal and financial protection for enployees, board nmenbers, conmittee
menbers, and consultants to the board or division.

Nothing in this section may be construed to adversely limit any provision of
Title 63, Chapter 30, Uah Governnental |nmunity Act.
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